Jack Blyth’s Fabric Saloon

Jack Blyth, who lives in Christchurch New Zealand, has recently joined the VMR and is proving quite an enthusiast for the marque.  He currently owns two Minors – a 2-seater sports special that he is building on a 1931 SV chassis, and an early OHC fabric saloon.  Jack tells us that he restored the car in 1972, and that it was, in fact, made up of parts of several Minors.  It is fitted with a chassis plate bearing the number M 14453, but this may not correspond to the chassis frame found underneath!  The engine now fitted is U12056A.  Here are some pictures that Jack sent across, showing the car in its “as found” state, under restoration and as it is today.
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	First find your Minor!  A challenging collection of familiar parts slumbers under a hedge many years ago somewhere in New Zealand.  Jack bought the collection of parts in May 1971 for NZ$ 60.  The collection comprised a skeleton of a body on a chassis with a trailer of rusty spares.

Close inspection of this photograph reveals that the chassis is actually in two pieces.  Perhaps the car is an amalgam of more than one chassis frame.

At least the upholstery looks sound, but those wooden wheels in the background don’t look very suitable.

Does the upside-down manifold identify this as an antipodean model, Jack? 




	As purchased by Jack in May 1971.  Jack advertised in a local newspaper for a cheap vintage car to restore.  The owner called it a 1926 Morris Minor.  The car had no firewall chassis plate, so he made enquiries at the library and found a book that said that Minors commenced manufacture in late 1928,and that engine numbers for the 1928 and 1929 were 101 to 12738.  The engine with the car was number U4946A, so he decided that the car was probably 1928.

Since then, Jack has changed the engine and found a chassis plate from a later model (M14453).
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	In the shed and waiting for restoration.  Jack was lucky to have been able to borrow a 1930 coachbuilt saloon for a year to copy parts and see how they went together.

The cars exported when new to Australia and New Zealand were an interesting mix of chassis - to be bodied by local coachbuilders, and standard Morris factory bodies.

Another enigma is the chassis numbers of some (but not all) Australian Minors, which start with the letter ‘Y’ and are followed by three digits.


	Jack’s caption is “Plywood added”.  This is a neat way of paneling a fabric saloon, and it looks rather like a van at this stage, before the windows have been cut.  Is that what the angle grinder is for?

This method of ply skinning was adopted by Gordon England for his specials and is similar to that used in early wooden aircraft – like the wooden Gipsy Moth, and presumably adds rigidity to the body.

Jack tells us that he has added several modifications to the car – mostly to make it safer on busy roads.


	[image: image4.jpg]




	[image: image5.jpg]



	[image: image6.jpg]





The car as it is today.  Jack has indicated that he hopes to join us at Old Warden in August for our inaugural gathering – but sadly, the fabric saloon is just slightly too large to bring as carry-on luggage.  We wish you a safe journey and look forward to meeting you, Jack!
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